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A Prognoſtication of Blazing Starres, according to the 


opinion of the Poet Pantanus. 


F ſlirring winds,wich bluftering blafts which blow, 


Of bloody broyles,by force in fatall fight: 
Of peoples pompe, tke pitious ouerthrow. 
Of Potentates the death, in wofull plight: 
The Blazing Starres aloft like lampes of light 
In th Eſt or Welt of azure coloured skies, 
Forewarnings and ſignes when they ariſe, 


If ill they ſtand, and offer not to change 
The place, where firſt in ſight they caſt their beames, 
Then ſhall inſue much miſchiefe rare and ſtrange: 
As gaping wounds, and fluzing bloody ſtreames, 
In foughten field,twixt nigh adioyning Realmes, 
Such ciuill ſtormes ſhall ouerrunne the land, 


That ſome ſhall bath in kindreds blood their hand. 


And ifthey take their courſe vnto the Eaſt, 
A ſigne it is that forreigne foes with force 
Prepare apace, to ſpoy le both moſt and leaft: 
Wich edge of [word ſweet life (till to diuorce 
From panting heart, deuoyde of all remorſe. 

Thus Eaſt or Welt in ſight, they haue their dome, 
And ſignes they are ofthingsin time to come. 
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wiy, and re oBlain Stare baue he) 3 


CHAP. L 3 
5 D:ſomnch as dane with at in kind- 


e anvlearni 
nnn the Q | . ſor 
matters 1 | 7h s in vnderſtarding 
FS contempt and diſdaine, by whoſe benefit > 
WW, | experienceteacheth) the greatet are atfained, — 
>) becauſe they miniſter certain Gas and aides 
tko aſpite and reach unte Peteupon I 
it followeth, that lefſer things are not to bee neglected, without {3 
the which there is no paſſage fo the greater, my any poſſibilitis ; 1 el 
pearcetothe perfect p2oofe of them, except by the foze1unning N 
em,pzeparation be made foʒ b to aſcend. and climbe vy-to 
g Abhang ofthe other. -Therefoze, left this our 
bout lent and lapds out fo2 common'btility and p2ofite ſhould be 
2 to ig blowes of furious enuie, and left ſuch as de⸗ 
| "apy s alſo cerfainetyin. delivering De- 
ine, ſhould complains,that wee fell ſhabowes fo; ſubſtances, 
a fo; verifies, and imaginations tos demonſtrations: 
we will Thy Cad inthe entrance of this wozke, touching 
the 82 Comete 02 Blazing! ſtare,” and ſo eder to 


us arte which the Gritfans | call Evitacta; t 6Latines A Blazing ſtar 
8 tella crinita, we En n a Blazing ſttarre, hb | th his deno- 18 9 aſter 


the fe2m and figure whit th,at ſuch tine Wit appeareth Enn 


in the ayꝛe: —— Wen from meth. [þ Cue our opinion I. 

and2-tungement) to ſhoote ut ng sinthe E- 5 

lement, oz baight and lightſom ſparckles — in 9 
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A Treatiſe in Generall 
vuto the hays which th 288 — 1 and therenp! 
The names of nita:ſoth | 
Blazing far; . giueth, t net, 63 Bl | 

As Aug! | | ; 
tims as pe -nblithed Bageants of plealuretand Wines af Tris 
umph, vy the name ofa Comete: and which Suctonius Tran- 
quillus called Sidus crinitum. and diet others haue ſemblably 

termed, 

Neyther was the Jnpoſition of this name abſurde,02againlt 
The the , reaſon : : fo2 whoſoeuer ſhall tuvicioufly behold thoſe kinds of 
blazing ſtars as Ak arreg he thallporcepue, though not molt \perfecty, yet — 
ſomtimes they verydarkly) bow if os out long. and lender Ark - 
apptate. ling fre, this way and that war, inſomy on nan would. 
thinks andſuppole the ſame not much vuli o ſtattred hapzt 
ta a bꝛeome e aroddeof Byzch, to the tayle þ ann to 
ths beards ofa man, ie as we ate faught by 7 


That Blazing Starsare fundryand Auers. 
C HAP. II. | 


Lazing Starres are not Wy very many in danderdnt an 
otuers in appearance. This Dec ol the Aiern ſayve, we, 
The 8: -oyckes OY are-beyond two and thirtp, o whoſe fund zy names and lo⸗ 
opinionof Ugrall effects Abienus not vnwilelg hath r 
Blazing ſtars. Concerning their number and names, we are hiere to be not 
curious: wherefoze we will tame totheircotoncs anylikeneſſes 
wherein thersis not an vuifozmity and general but 
a difference, Foz ſome blazing-Starresſg&ms bloud redve, hozs 
Blazing ftars kiple to behod, and (as it were) criſped and curled in ” 
ur in colour Crowne 82 vpper park, ' keuding towards the Skies: where 
8 upon they arecommonly called Comets. of my ho 
en laping: 


Like az in moyſt and de wien . e 
When Comets red as bloud, 
Appeare aloft: the ſpectaele, 


aud e POPs. 
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Of Blariog Srarres. 

This Figuts haut they, when they arothicke on the one fide, 

and ftretched ont in length on theother fide, 

- SomeBlazing Sfarres there bo, which haneacerfayne han- Blazingftare J 
ging done w ard at their lc wer part, inthe likeneſle ofa long var in figure, 
beard, oz the mawne of a hozſe: which happeneth by reaſon of tho led Rats. 
thin matter and ſubſtancs which ts in the other parts, which kind 
of ſtars are called Pogonu, 

Other ſoma there are, which appeare in the likeneſle of aſpeare 

03 Jauelin, and they are called Acontij:oz ſuch a one as teſtiſteth Speare ſtars, 
Plinie, dis Tiberius Cæſar, in his Conſulſhip, penne paſſing and 
excellent Poems , 892 Uerſes of notable inuention and fingular 
conueyancs, | 

+ Dbhyevſome there are, ſhozter ſomewhatthen the fozmer,any 
they bs ſhapt towards the top like a ſwoꝛd, whereupon they ars 
called Piphij,reſembling in colour gold after a ſoꝛt, but yet ſo not- 
withſtanding,” that (ot all other) they are mot pale, wanting 
beames, blazes, oꝛ ftrakes:haning neusrtheleſſoa cereain baight- 
neſſe in them, like the glittering ola ſwozd. 

Other lome there ars which are called Phitites, in loams and fa- Tun ſtarres. 
ſhion like a Tunne, having in the hollow part ot them the hew 

of a ſmoakp and ſmothering flame, much like vato the Blacke- 

Smiihs Fo2ge, os veſſels dauded and ſmeered with pitch, ſet on 

fire, which caſt a darks and miſtis light, and men haue ſometimes 

vſed foz the pꝛeſeruing and freſh kieping of their dꝛinke. 

There ars beſides them that we haue reckoned Comets called Horne ſtarres. 
Certarij , becauſe they appeare to sur ſight in the ſimilitude and 
tikenes ofa Men: uch a one was ſ@ne, when the Grecians en- 
camped af Salamina, 

Otherſoms alſo thore are, which be called Lampades, becauſe Lampe ſtars 
they caſt a ſhew ofa burning to2ch,o2 flaming Lampe of which ; 
loꝛt ſundzy haus bene,andthat not very ſeidome. 

 Furthermoze,ſdme thers ars which be called Hippei, becauſe Mayne ſtays. 
they leeme to haue about them (as it were) a Yozſe Mawne, go⸗ 
ing ronmd about them in circle wile, with ſtrauge mouing and 
ſwilteneſſo. 

Ls bis ſhozf,\ſome Blazing Starres axe ſcene in the Apze, - 
gliering with rakes and ſtreames like baight filner , that it 
palleth the abilify of mans eve to TY behold them, whore- 
2 in 


Sword ſtarres. 


ATrceatiſe in generall 
in (as in acleare glaſſe) God is repꝛeſented, inthe likeneſe and 
ſhaps of à man. And ſuch a ane (asſomsdoholyopinion) 4 was 
A Blzzing tar that which appeared to the Miſemen inthe Caf, and conducted 
reprplenting as tham to the place where Chꝛiſt was bone: concerning tho aps 
it were ina pearing whereof, thus ſapde heto the Hicroſolomite, Wee 
et Ce 4 1 his ſtarre in the Eaſt, and are co me to doe him wor- 

ſhippe. = Me 
But touching this, we purpoſe (p re)ts ſay ſomwhaC 
in the winding vp of this wozke. Me know not that beſides 
theſe which we haue rehearſed, there be many mozefo2mes and 
figures of Comets oz blazing ſtarres, and many moze ſozts , of 
which particularly ts diſcourſe,is not our meaning oz onfent,no2 
yet a matter ol ſuch weight and impoztance,that if ould require 
p2eſont and perfecthandling : we will therefoze fo that which is 


In what part of Heauen blazing flarres appeare moſt com- 
monly. | 


CHAP, III, 


'F Hey that haue wzitfen thingsnotable, andp3ofifable of A- 
ſtrologie, and haue diſcourſed things concerning the influ⸗ 
ences and gouernments of Starres, in ſuch ſozt and oꝛder, that 

the knowledge iſſuing from their trauels, offeteth fruit not de- 

In what part (exuing repenfance : They (Jar pause affirmes, that Blazing 
of heauen Bla- Skarres neuer appeare in the Meſt part of Heauen: but either 
zing ftars are nder the Nozth,in ſome one part oꝛ other, but vncertaine: how⸗ 
ſeene. beit, moſt commonly in that bzight and cleare part, which is cal⸗ 
led the Milkie Gircle: oꝝ elſe( which is ſeldomeſtene tome to pale) 

the y appeare in the South Pole, but pet without any blazce, in 

thecſeaſons of Minter eſpecially: pet it is recoꝛded, that aTo- 

me appeared to the Acthopians, and to the Aegyptians, and that 

the King ok thoſe people, gane that Blazing Starre a name, cal⸗ 

ling it Typon, becauſe it had in it a double reſemblance, namely 

of a round b all, and of a fire, in ſo much, that accoꝛding to the indg- 

ment of ſenſe, it might not lo aptlybecalled a Comet os Blazing 

Starre, as a fiery o2 flaming ball, oz a round compaſſedand bur⸗ 
ging knot, p : A 
* 


OfBlazing Starres. ' 


At what time oftheyeare blazing ſtarres appeare , and how long 


„ 


they continue. 75 


Although Damaſcene (an Authour in my indgement woz- 
the renecence(is of opinion that a Blazing farce, is a ſtar 
newly made and creates foꝛ the time pꝛeſent, Which vaniſheth 
out of ſight, gnd ceaſeth to appeare, when the thing whereol it 
is a ſignification is accompliſhed,and come to paſſe:yet notwith⸗ 
ſtanding, experience ( whom wziters name, the Miſtreſſe ol ma⸗ 
ny myſteries)infozmneth and teacheth vs, that a Blazing Starre 
map appeare at any ſeaſon ofthe yeare:buf maze often in ſummer 
and then ſpecially, when the ſtarre called C:nicula ariſeth, and 
ruleth the weather and time of the yeare , accoꝛding fo the pzo- 
poꝛtion ofthe inflaence , and that they continue ſeuen dayes at 
the leaſt, and not aboue foureſtoꝛe at the moſt, the authoritie of 
Plinie, giuing countenante to this opinion. 
Mowbeit, this aſſertion, together with the teſtirnong of Plinie 
may be impꝛoued by examples: Fo2(as it is vaiuerſally known?) 
a Comet, which appeared befoze the ouerthzow of Hieruſalem, 
was ſeneblazingin the Element, fo the wonderfull aſfoniſh- 
ment of the people,by the ſpace of a whole peare, as Euſebius and 
loſephus vexiſted. 8 
But wo muſt note, that this Comet, and the appearance of 
the ſame, which was full ofhozro2, is not to be aſcribed bnfo Na- 
ture, but to be attributed immediatly vnto God , the Father and 1 
founder of Qature, although theſe ofthe.Pychagorilts thought, 3 
that all Blazing ſtars were to be relerred vnto Rature.whohath 90 ilts touch. 
pꝛouided that their appearing ould be at certaine dsfinite,. and ing Blazing 
appointed times of the peare. | ſarres, 
Lonching theſe Blazing Stars alſs,ot the ſame ſect here was 
ſome, whoſuppoſed they were perpetuall facs, and not tempo- 
rall, and that they had an 92dinary courſe to run, as other ſtarres 
haue their reuolution and circular motion, and that their appeas 
ring pꝛoceꝛd d irom none other cauſe, then when they were, loz⸗ 
ſaken and left of the Dun, whoſe baightnes and nckreneſſe is the 
occaſion as thoy thiake, that Blazing Tars do not appeare. -. - 
15 3 Where» 


ATreatiſe in general © 


Whereef Blazing ſtarres are en gendered ( according to the iud ge 
ment of Diuines)and whit they are indeede, Og 


CHAP, v. 


1* Religious Diuines, like very well of this plaunble and 

1 true opinion , that Blazing ſtarres tame of noothercauſo, 

then fromtheholy Connſelland Paquidencoof God, that there 

Originall of ts no matter oftheir generation, as Phyloſophdrs imagine, but 

Mainz ſtars, that God maketh them immediate meſſengers and Pinifters of 
his will,acrozding to the time and place, as it beſt pleaſeth his his 

and efernall Paieſtie:(that be thera)hemight zins he avugrtiſc 

monts of afterclaps, to p2epare gur ſelues onward to mæte his 

fatherly wercy,oz to ſuffet the bitternes ol his ſharpe iudge ment. 

Where vpon they inferre this ronlequent, that Blazing Stars are 

ſupernaturall, and mere wozlds wonder. 2 

To whoſe Sentence J agras, and moſt willingly aſſent, being 

thereto moned by arguments offozcibleperſwaſton,and in num ⸗ 

berinfinite, Painctpalle, becauſe it is a Chꝛiſtians duety to aſ⸗ 

cribemozs to Got s p2ouidence,then fo thefozce of Nature,whs 

Cod hath not onely Created, unt alſo doth diſpoſe and gauerne. 

Pet fo2 all that, A may nof vtferly deny,thatthey are natural, 

Some Bac fo2 ſomuch as J am not” (62 atteaſt ought not to be) ignezant, 
h 2 that Nature cauſeth blazing ſtarres ; howbeit ſo, that God is the 
Sernaurall. Oziginall and pꝛincipall wozker ofſuch wonders. and that their 
ground and cauſes ars naturall, and not ſo ſecret and doubtfuil: 

but that other while the capacity and reaſon ot man may conceiue 

and comp ate them. And pet contrarywile, J and not in deny 

all, that thoſe blezing ſtarres are ſupernaturall, which the moſt 

mightie Monarch of the heauens, Creato2 of all creatures, and 

Maker of all Starres and Spirits, raiſeth of nothing te ſome⸗ 
thing, vpon a ſudden, in a moment and pꝛicke ol time, to ths ad · 
miration oł all men, and to the reuea i ng of his Dmuipotency. 

All dings are Expedient and neceſſary it is to beleæeue, that with God all 
pelo ible to things are in ability, and that whatſoeuer is done evther by dap, 
So o2 bp night, naturally oꝛ ſupernaturally, it commeth to ꝑaſſe by 

his appointment, and that it pl-aſeth him otherwhiles tocroats 

ſomething offomething, and otherwiles againe, ſomething of 

no- 


Of Blazing Starres, 


nothing. Te that which neuerhadinatter,can he giue fachten 
and figare,and beautifie that with fozmo and tomtlines, whic? 
neuer had Foundation noꝛ baing. At confiſteth in bis might:to 
mopſten the earth with ſhow3es diſtilling fromthe clearegkies, 
without the meanes of low2ing and dzopping cloudes. Ye can 
wozke both wayes,fo whom nothing is impoſlible: How gathe⸗ 
Ling the clondes together in an heape, from the vttermoſt coz⸗ 
ners and toaſis of the wozlo new turning againe ligptning in⸗ 
to rains, | which covering the heauens with cloudts, and pꝛepa⸗/ 
ring 71 los the land: F02, Greas is the Lord, mighty is his 
power, and ofhis wiſdome there is no number or end: And 


therofoze Jam — Wont to believe, (hat whe — 
ma e 


iller of 
9 — and 


— lars far 


Not gal e to this was that 2 tarre a Jfuppoſe) pernaturall- 
which.threatningveſruction to Ieruſalem, was of ug lese con- Kheklazing 
tinuance then lexrour, endnring the ſpaca ot a whole veare, which _ 28 
te not pꝛeper to natural Slazing ſtars. | 4.1 was 


Toconclude,as well Dirines as Philoſophers and Aſtrono⸗ ſupernaturall. 
mers affirme thus in this caſe, that alwapes, in a maner, 


karo doe iſs ot cabes natur all, albeit the 1.0 God 
isth P21 th n e Chapter 
idea url 


Ae arres do len :oqredingtothe rules 
erszal er Canags of Altronomers,and what 


CHAP, VI. 


2 ip Blazing lacres 4 figvs ſome diſagreement be- 
| s and Aſtronomers, ee go 
@s : 


Ariſtotle his whoſe opinion Ariſtotle (@meth to haue moured, . 


opinion of 
Blazing ſtars, 
and their ge- 
neration, 


A Treatiſe in general! 
Demecritus ſay de, Th at a Blazing ſtarre wasnothing elſe buta 
certaine bright ſhinirginthe Ele r ent procured by the coniun - 
ction of two ſlarres: To Which ae 38 (elſe of late did 
ſomewhat encline andleane. + 

- - Diherſcme alſo there were, which wp poſed a wiezing fare 
to be buf acerfaine dimme and darke lightcompaſſed,and(as it 
were) cloled vp in a cloud. Dtherſomolayd,that it wos a clopd 
pin ged, and putified ire m earthly matter and groflenefſe,which 
receiving light from the other Sfirs;calfeth abzoedclear ſtrakes 
of bzightneſſe,\mal and fender, like vnte hause, oz fine wzonght 
flare, © 

Dtherſome againe, thought a Blazing tarre fo be but a ter- 
taine cloude, kindied and ſet on ars withahote faning clearnes 


that a Blazing ſtarre did confiſtof a dye bapour, which baing 
dꝛawne bpwaid into the highel ayze, is there ſet on fire: and 
that this blazing ſtarre takeih ſubſtante df earthly exhalatio1 
very hoke, d2y, fat and clammy: which being ca 6 the vp- 
per region of the ay28;is therekindledand burneth: fo whom all 
Philoſephers (in a manner)of this cur age haue ſubſczibed, and 
ſome Aftrenemersallo,who with Ariſtotle thinke ns li ſſe, tt en 
ſtar to be but an earth vapour, ſomt what thicke, faſt 
and fat mſabftance.lik#byle 02 birdlime which being dzawns 
vpward, nie to the Spheart of the fiery Element, and touching 
thehollownes or the D2be oz circle,is ther by heat rarified, made 
thin and ſet in a flame: ſo that by the conſent and mutyall agrees 
ment ok thele twoſros (although ſoms doe be iy it is tontluded 
that a Blazing ſtar is en madb or Ayze,feten 
reaſon of the nereneſſe of the Element of 
tapneth in the matter and ſtuffe of a blazing ſtarre 
Apꝛe next adiopning, and being by te etevienr-offit —*— 
a Ble zing ffarre;and ia no le ſſe indeed then it ia na — a 
repzelenteththe colour of fire to our eyes. b — and 

in it ts kindled, burneth, and lately with ths light of theflame, 
which is meurd fo end ſto) Ly1hctnfteray;e ; here bapours of 
[ke Racute, qu innante 


fe, whereby pred g gius contin 
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blazing Starres to be 2 Ste tres,and to Lape a limited 
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Upon this agr& gur late Phyloſophets,in a manner all, coun- 
ben l dedtine 2 and (ubſcriptien: al- 


courſe oz compaſſe,but nenex to blaze and gliſtet in the Ap2e:ſave 
noe ( 10 nne, whoſe cleareneſſe 
dimmeth and dampe ; fe 4 
peare noa be 
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make a refrogradation, and returuetomins Arguments, once 
ning Comets o Blazing ſtars, haning thought my * vw 
keuitluliꝑ occupyed in this laſt particular, ; 1 FI 
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Whether Blazing ſtarres eben and Preben ſome Nrange& 
wonderful chin to follow. 
|  HAP> VIII. 
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OfBlazing $ ure. 
of afterclaps and baude ee gag, that hoif is, an 
none beſides him, that is vninetſalle to be feared; wot; with u ſcr- 
nils but wich a illallfpare.. Conſidet it heath peremp· 
to2y power ouer the whole man, body and ſoule , vpan which 
parts hoconfloth : and is of chli co ine vs te tene 
chatticement foz out amend nent, 8 elſe to candemnt vs'ts we 
nall deſtruction, as . i bf 
But to returys _ P20gnvliications.of- Comets 82 
Blazing Stars, it is —— by authozity, that in ths time ok 
Charlcetht E nperonr,ſurnamed. the Great Blazing Stacre 
appeared, in the contemplation wyoreof; the Smpaxaur-hauing 
his eyes earneſtiꝑ bent, and conſiagringp — hoe cope poner] 
length he was rapt info a great aſtoniſh ment, touching the 
fication of the {a'e. And ſe 8: Phylolopher,.muned 
Eginard; bene een, . 4 about this 


Sfarre, ſaying i 
thꝛeaten vnto him ſoine on calamity 5 -. 


tho Þ 
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they fignifis not allone, ane, but nay and 
3 the barioty 0; diniriitie 
Reifis neceſary,that the 


Soms holde opinion, that it is fs be marked, which way \ 
Blazing ſtarres ſhoote their light, becauſe (ſay they)thaf part ofThe obſer. h 
tho tarth ſeemeth fo bee thꝛeatned, towardes Which the Comet uation vicd of 
caſteth his beames thickeff and moſt direcly. Againe,it is to be ſome at = ape 
noted, from what ſtarre they receyus they; fozce,and whente pꝛo, Ilazing q,.. 
c>&defh theirinfluence, what things they reſemble, andrepzeſent 
in likenes, and in what places they appeare. 

Furthermoze, to touch the effeans of Blazing ſtarres, experi⸗ 
ences mantfold andinnumerable haue ſealed this oz a trueth, 
that ſometimes they ſignifie barrennefſe ofthe earth, ſometimes korn _ 
the ficknefſe of the plague andpeftilence,ſomtimes vearth, and feed Bla- 
ſcarſitie of vietuals,ſometimes great windes and tempeſts, ſome- zing ſtars 
times exfreame heate,ſometimes Carthquakes, ſometimes the proued trueby 
flowing of waters beyond their bounds and banks, to the dzow- <cpericnce. 
ning and loſle of the land, ſometimes ſedifions, inſurrections, 
cruell tommokions, tumults and battels, ſometimes chaunge of 
Kings and Kingdons, alterations ofcommon:Wwealthes, and 
ſuch flaughters as ſeldome are ſeene: with many moze caias 
mities infinite and inninmnerable: inſomuch that Lucane the : 1 
Poet thought it no matter ol doubt, but ofafſured certainetp, to 1 4 
call a Blazing ftarre,luch a Starre as changed the ſtate of Em- | 
pires, and -wzought the alteration of pꝛincipalities. Hig ver- 
ſes follow in this ozder. + 


Strange Starres wereſcenein darkeſome nights, 
The Heauen was on a flame: 
And flakes offre like burning brands, 
Sore ſights in skies did frame. 
The fearefull Starre which blazeth bright, 
And ſpreades his beames abroad, 
And changeth Kingdomes in the World, 
In tk ayre aboue abode. 


* 


ATreatiſein generall 


Jundry examples and teſtimonies, declarin the diuer and ma- 
| ifold miſchicfes, which haue followed che appearing of 
Blazing ſtarres, r $672 | 


CHAP. XL, 


18 — ſhould thinke this mere kabnlous, and a ve- 
re fozgery,becauſe J haut ſayds thus much, and that vyon: 
the optniou andauthszity.of other Witers, that diners Bla- 
zing ſtars pzeſignifie aud giue a ae warning of diaers-miſchieſs 
and euils like ta tome, it ſeæmeth vnto me an enterpꝛiſe woath my. 
labour, to (et downe in a fem words, and the ſelle ſame agraing 
. with che trus repoꝛts of Hiſtozies, the aſſertion abous mentis - 
ned not to be imaginaciaus 02. faigned. Whorein it thall not 
eme a matter depending vpon neceſſity, ta runns thzough all 
porticu ſar examples, and to maks an vniuerſall repetition of te- 
ſtimanies from the UWo2lds Creation, (which paſſeth thecapa- 
. eit of my wit focompzehend, becaal(s they excade in multitude) 
But it hall cather be ſufficient, and much moge pꝛoſit able, out 
_ ofmany ts gather a fewe, and ſuch inscede, as Anthozs (moſt 
98 af credite) haus ſet dawne iu their Wozks: and Trea- 
89, : 1 ky | 23 nat 15 B 

a And firſt of allte beginne with the nobleſt Wzifers,and belt. 
Aſhore enn appzoued: Who is ianezant, that after the appearance of a 
;ncration ot Comet in the time of Iulius Cæſar, nat onely ciuill watres fol- 
3 veg lo wed, in maniicr moſt lamentable, but alſo the death and mare 
which followeg{bering of Iulius Cæſar his 0wne perſon, which was moſt ile · 
ypon the ap- Fable? who being 56. peares ot age, was aſlalted, and ſet vpon 
i an; x Bla · in a conſpiratie.of 60,P2inces and moze, auiong whome were 
ang Hartes. C. Caſſids, Marcus, and D. Brutus, und being gozed thꝛougb and 
flaſht with 23. weunds. in the Court of Pompeius deſpitefull 
perithed, whoreof P. Virgilius, Lucanus Flinie, Suetonius, Ap- 
pianus, Plutarchus, and diuers other Waitors of gteat authozity. 

are witneſſes, 1 | 
What hauld I linger long in tho repetition of theſs ſtrange 
kempeſts, of ſnow es, haples, inundations of wa ters, and other. 
ure talamities, that followed theappoacing ofthe ſame Bla- 


* ing 75 
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Of Blaring Starres. | 

ying Starte: Which F. Foratius voth not nakediy deſcribe, but 
ſingularly ſof downe with a kinds complaynt. 
Who knoweth not, what an buſpeakeableveſolativn , and 
Wonderful ouerthzow of Hieruſalems City,followed after theap- 
peating of a certaine Blazing Star, which was ſ@neintheayze, 
(loſephus and Euſcbiusfaithfully affirming ns leſſe) by the ſpace 
2 a whole yeare, burning with flames of lamentable deſtruc⸗ 
ione | 8 TL 
Tho ſelfe ſame miſerabis maCacre and de ſolation followed 
ſhoztly alter this Blazing Starre, which the L od himſelfe , the 
Father of all mercy, and Judge et all reuengement, did not one⸗ 
ly fozetell many yeares,ereitcame to paſſe: but alſo wept fo2 
very ſozrow ol heart, as he was pꝛopheſping fs Jeruſalem, her 
8 Uiſitatton, Foz our Sauicur Chꝛiſt (as the Euangeliſts 
teftitie)beholding the City, wept ouerher , andſoundedas if 
were, in her earcs this, ſozrowfall ſentence : Ifthou haddeſt 
known(ſaith he) in that thy day, tkoſe things which belonged to 
thy peace, and now are hidden from thine cyes,$&&c. - 

Did not ths death ol that mot godix and religious Emperour 
Conſtantine, follow and ius the appearing of a Blazing Statre, 
Which wosſ@ns Ann. Dom. 3 04.being of an vnatcuſtomed big - A Blazing 
nes,coſnelefehozroz to behulve And did net therupon likewiſe 27*2rpea- | 
follow an excing dangerousinſurrectionin tho Empire, wher / Enperor 
inſ among many murthers) the Empersz Conſtantius was ſpoy- Conſtantine. 
led ol his lils in the Caſtle of Helena. not᷑ farre from Spaine, 
An the yeare 444. A Blazing ſtarre was ſane, which as it 
gaue pzefigurations & fozetokens ol atterclaps, ſo did thers enſus 
moſt nuſerable ſlauters x calamityes. ſpecially in France, and not 
long alter Collen (being afſalted + befieged ofths Hunnes) was 
ranlackt, ſpoiled, and mado euen in a manet with the ground: and 
themolt Catholicke Emperont Martian, was in a conſpiracy of 
his 8wn ſubieats ( contrary to the religious oath ofalleagiaunce) 
murthered and made away at Conftantinople. 
After the appearing ofa Sfarre,in the yeare of our Lozd,5 34 
there followed ſach an inunvation of waters, in enery plate of 
the land, that it was anerred and beſ&ned , a ſecond deluge oz v- 
ninerſall loud, fo haue bens p2rpeier fe the dzowning of 
the whole WHozld, Alter that * Italie, ls hate a peſti- 

2 lente, 


„ 


| dyed in ——— Aae Rome 
| maruellous taſted of the whippe 2 laying againſt it, 
f — of made h | ont of meaſure. 7775 


on the taple of which 
wares, with o- ſharpe paniſhmont, there followed a Wozſs: foz the Sarazens 
ther notable. 
calamitics for Loſs bp With ffornelookeg and bending bꝛowes, felling the 
warned by a third Vart(almoſt)of ths Moꝛld which pzofefſed Choiltianitp,to 
Blazing ſtarre. fall ts Apoſt aſie, and to take part with the m in their damnable 
ſed ot diueliſh Molatrp, and deteſtable vngodlineſſs. 
In the yeareof ourLo2deight handzed and thirt&@ne, there 
was a Blazing ftarſ&ene mot Itange and terrible, whereupon 
A Blazing fnſued the death of that mo Chaifttan Emperour Carolus 
ſtar appeared Magnus, The Sarazens aſſaulted Italy, and with violence 
before the. gf (wo2dand warltke Engines, ouercame and pzeuapled: not 
den Caro without thoruine ofmany abeautiſull builving, and ſhedding 
of much blond. 

Ja theyeare of dur Lozd, 1 $6 there appeared a Blazing 
ſtarre, which did poztend a mamteſt ſhew ot much miſchiefe and 
miſery :. fo2 in the peaxe of our K dd, 130 2. next enſuings that 

Bloudy bat- memozable and blondy battelt'ofFlanders was fought, which to. 
— woe = the French men pzineipally miniſtted ptcafion ot᷑ mar alamen- 
3 ppearing fable Alas: foꝛ in that battell, theflonce ofthe French Armie , 
of a Blazing J me ane the chiefeſtinplace und countenante, andthe gemme 
ane... of all their gloꝛp, went to wzacke, ſaffecing death no leſle igno⸗ 
miniotilly then kyꝛannitally. And after that, Rodulph the Cm⸗ 

perour, making ſiegeagainft Verona;ſaftained great loſte ol his 

beſt appointed Souldiers, the Switzers, whole blond embzutd 

the blades ol their enerates, their bodyes lying vpon the ground 

groncling and ſenfelelle: and the Emperont himſelfe fighting 
againſt Albert D. ol Auſtria,was flain,only Emperoureleced - 

but not trowned. Now, what 'manifolve miſeries and . miſ- 
A Blazing ſtar chiefes, a Blazing ſtarre which thosteth vp ward, the dead hang⸗ 
hooting ing downeward, doth ee ſoons beperceyued,tknown: 
2 den by the expetience of a Blazing ffarre, which appeared in the 
3 Melt, and tooke his caurle towards the Nozth, which Starre 
was ſe ne in the peare of dur To, 1363. The woes whereof 

this Starre gaue lozeknowirdge, fell vpon the Frenchmen, to 
their no. *! and lamentable unlukineſle. 404 
03 


Of Blazing Staryes, 


* field againſt the Turkes, bowbeit, out ol the 
compaſſe of the French damiaion, they were diſcomſited and o- 
uerthzowne, a huudzed thonſand of them ſlaine with the ſwozd, 
among which number mas the Duke gf Wurzunde, who with 
the reſt, laſt his life without recquery. 
Not long aſfer which info2:yunate conflict, namely, in the 
yeate of dur Lezd, 1406. Lodouicke Duke af Clarence, 
and bꝛother to the Fiench King, was murthered at Paris moſt 
trapt erouſlp, and frandulentlip: thi loſſe of whoſe life was death 
and deſtruction to a great namber. 
And (that I may grow to an end) who doth not remember, 
what grieuous calamities did fallow the appeaxi ng of a Bla- 
zing ſtarre, inthe years oſ our Loꝛd, a thouſand foure hundzed 
th2eſcoze and twelue, in the Moneth of January, ouer Colen 
Eaſtward, to the terrour of the Beholders, and aſteniſhment 
of the bearers? There followed herenpon, in the Summer 
next, and immediatelp enſaing , a marnelleus heate, engend2ed 
every where in the earth, which was ok lu rh ſkrength and vehe- 
mencte, that in ſome places, the firſt burſt out, and caſt vp with 
if, euen the very ſand and graucll. Pereupon follgwed, not 
here and there, but enery where battels and murthers, moztall 
maladies, loathſome fickneſſes , moſt noyſome and.infeaious: 
yea, ſohozrible, that 3 want witte, eyther in'waiting toleane 
them wikneſſed oz bp bfterance to make them manifeſt. At 
which time alſo, the right renobo med Charles Duke ol Burgun- 
dic , paſſed many warrelike aduentures, and atchisued manp a 
Martiall explopte, to his no ſmall commendation, and encreaſe 
of deſcreied pꝛapſe, notwithſtanding the ſucceſle of battel is doubt 
full and dangerous. 
In the peare of gur A od, 1408. there appeared a Blazi ing 
fare, which as in fight it was Wonderkall ans terrible, ſo it fuel. 
betokened milchiefenoleſſe innumerable, then either to heare, fut folloned 
ſee, 02 recount is moſt lamentable : Foz not many dapes alter, aſter Blazing 
Luycke fell, and cerfayae men to the number of 40. were cuu- fiarres. 
ellp flaine. About that time alſs,. ( the Pruſſians entring battell 
againſt the Ring of Poland, were fopled, t a flaughtor, the like not 
heard ol) made ol them in the conflict. At the ſame tine alſo, was 
tha c at Piſa diſſolued by 2 moE dän able, the ran fe 


A Treatiſe in genetall 
their connocaticn and mating, being foz the making andconfirs 


ming of vnitie. | 
Thereabont alſo began ite Church to be pll appayde, and to 
ſcand in hazard of hauothe: vhoſe pꝛeſent aſſiũent Sigiſmund 
the King ol Hungarie ſhi wedhimſclte te be,inſuch ſozt with va. 
kancie of Ipitit, that he might metitoztei iv ihalunge fo be ürna⸗ 
med, The moft Chriſtian King. Thus ſarrs touching the e- 
vils,yea the heaps of tuils which blazing flari es haue pzotended 
obſerned by experience and tip all to be tiue, b the tuent t falling 
The conclufi-' ont of many milſoztunes, which beih long agoe, and alſo ot late 
on of this haue happened. It temaineth that we know, whether they be 
Chapter. not fezetokens alſo of ſome god, which altheugh many vtterly 
deny,yet nenerthelefſe reade our further iudgement. 


Whether Blazing Starres , dee not as well beteken good, 
| asill, | | 
| CHAP, XII. 


Has esc declared, by reaſons not afew, and pꝛoued alſe 
4by examples ol veritis an dtrueth, that blazing ſtarres (oz 
moſt part) are pꝛeũgniſicant ſhewes and token s of ſome 
: miſchiele and euil! : me thinkes Jheare oneaſkingme this que⸗ 
Blazing bars scon. Uhother Blazing tarres are not tokens of gd, as they 
Genes ſens Are ſignes of euiile To whom Jmakethisreſolution. Firg, fo 
from God, farte fwzth as blazing ſtarres be ſupernatural , there ſeemeth in 
this matter to reſt no donbt: becauſe Almighty God, in the vn⸗ 
ſearchable pzofunditic ol his wiſedeme, is wont by the appearing 
of Stars ,te gius ſignes to his beloued ſeruants (whom no doubt 
be bath/fozs elected fo ſaluation) as wel ofioyfulnewes as alſo of 
beauy tidings. E 

The Rainbow. J oz, hath ho not by therifing of the Raine bew. in the clouds of 
2 perpetuall · heauen, ſealed ſecurity and want ol feare to the woꝛld, from being 
affurance of D25Wnd, as ſomtimes it was in the dayes ol eur great Ancients? 
3 Did he not by the retroceſſion and backe ward going of the Sun 
(contrary to the oꝛder ot his courſe) u gniſit vnto Ezechias, that 
bis life hold bejpzolonged , andthe number of his dapes wers 
augmented ? Did he not alſo ſignifiebnto all nations hat AF. 
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Ol Blazing Starres. 
light was come into the WMoꝛlo, which ſhould ſhine in darknege, 
namelp. Jeſas Chꝛiſt ts be bozne foz tho ſaluation of allpeople: 
which thing he would haue teſtifled by the appearing of a new. 
Oꝛientall Starre, viſibls to the eveg ofthe UWiiſemen,and glozy 
ouſly gliſtering? Cnenſodondtlefe, there is nocauſe, why the 
fight ofa Blazing Starre ſhauldnot bꝛede in vs, as well hope of, . 
ſome god, as ſeare of ſome ill, acco2ving fo the place and time, Sony og 
where when it appearoth,ſtace it is ſapde, Feare not the ſignes beteten — | 
ofheauen which the Gentiles feare; becauſe the lawes of the peo⸗ 2004, ; 
ple are vaine. Why then ſhould we ſtand in teare of thoſe things, 
which haue not in them power, eyther to do good 92 harm: Again 
ſo far foꝛth as Blaſing Stars are natura l, it is not to be doubted , 
but that the appeariag of them map poꝛtend, and fozeſhew fome 
good: which is no hard oz intricate matter to declare,as well by 
reaſon, as alſo by example- 3 | 
Fo2 inſomuch as blazing-Starresare mad? of fine Planets, as 

Abienus affirmeth, namely, of Veaus, Iupi er, Mars, Saturne, & 
Mercurie:and that thoſe blazingſtarres which are made of Ve- 
nus and Iupiter, are paincipally the beſt and luckyeſt, it cannot o⸗ 
therwiſe be, but that blazing (tars, thoſe ſpecially which haue 
their inflaencefrem Venus and Iupiter, ſhould ſometimes beto- 
ken good, and not euer moe euill. An example of good credit may 
that Blaz ng ſtar be, which when it appeared, was iudged ſo 
happy and foztunatsto the Emperour Cæſar Auguſtus, that then 
it was begun fo be woꝛſhipped in the Temple of Rome, and no 
Where alfo thzoughout the whole woꝛld: becauſe the Emperour 
beginning thoſe ewes e Pageants triumphant: was by the ap⸗ 
pearing of that Far ſeuen dapes continuance in the Region ol 
heauen, put in hope and expectation aſe2e hand, of excæding great 
felicity and happineCſe to enſue: which vndoubtedly hee obtained 
in ſuch ſo2t and manner, that none in regiment was counted 
happier then happy Auguftes, as none was named better then 
the good Traianus. 

Moꝛtouer, vpon the appearing of that ſtar, there bꝛedde in the 
minds ol the Commonaltp an opinion of great reuerence, to wit 
that by the blazing ſtar was ſignified, the ſoule of Cæſar. to bee 
. receyued to immoztality,andtoenioy among the Gods aboun⸗ 

dancs of bleſlednes: then which ſignification,they _— | 


both on ſea 
and land. 


thing m o2e iovfull oꝛ comfoztable.So that we ſ& both by reaſon 


A Treatiſe in generall 


anderainple, that their coniecure and epiniendeth notalwaycs_ 
deſerne belete,which ſay:that blazingiStarres neucr-oppeare;tut 
thereafter tolloweth ſome miſchiefe and ill. Tonching which mat- 
ter,moze might beſaydto the increaſe of comfoezt,and the dining 


away of veſpayze fromthe hea.ts ofthe people, then we are di⸗ 


ſpoſed at this time to call to memozy. 


To what Countries, and to what perſons blazing ſtarres doe 
principally betoke n ill. e | 
HAP. XIII. 


T He queſtionis aſked, To what Countries, ans to what peo- 
pls (pecially ,blazing ſtarres thꝛeaten miſchiete. Ants which 
demand doubtleſſe, I might think no certain anſwer tan be made: 
becauſe all blazing ſtarres are not alike, neyther haut their ge ne- 
ration from one and the ſelfe ſame cauſe:but ſome ol them are na⸗ 
turall, other ſupernaturall, and p2cc&ding from Godin the height 
ok theheauens. re e e e 
Againe, they are without differencs,ſo deubtfull in their igni- 
fications, that Lucanus iuppoſeth their intluence to beſo general, 
that the beholders ol them, eyther on Sea o and, tannst aſſure 
themſelnes of ſafety : and thereſoꝛe they are vnivev(ally to bee 


hoſe opinion J willingly aſſenf, when blazing ſtarres 
(ſupernaturall and pzoceeding from God) ds appeare. Foz this is 
of a certainty,that it is Gods wilby them to betoken and thzea- 
ten ſome vll, to all perlanꝶ in generall, which hauin g offended and 
done wickedly agsinft the pꝛeſctipt of his holy Law; withdzaw 
not themſelues from that puddſe of pollution and filthines, wher⸗ 
in they wallow:but continue a life laden and vuerthatged with al 
manner of miſchiefe: whom he of his ſingular compaſſion and 
clemencie, would reuoke ſrom their ſinfulnege, bythe viſion and 
ſight ofblazing ſtarres, as it were by hozrible thzeatnings und re⸗ 
vokements,that by refoꝛming the ir abominable lines, they might 
frame their conuerſation acceptable in his ſight, acco2dingto his 
vnſprakeable bountifulneſſe, long ſufiering;and pafience, who 
Killloketh ſo: repentance befoze he taketh vengeatice, As map 
manifeſtly be gathered, by his dealing with the —_ 
1 


Blazing ſtars feared. 
are vniuerſally Untow 


to bee feared 


Ol Blazing Sturres. 


e — ckednefſe, byamoRthozrible 

Blazing Starre, of a 4:41.18 earing2vayly faking when 

they wonld be warned „ and well 6ppoynted with pꝛetente, to 
. 


pꝛeueut Gods charpe | 
But touchingnaturall Blaſing Stars, Phyloſophers and Aftro- 
nomors haue otherwiſe iudged,howbeit,neither they wall at any 1 
tims arpeare witheut the fingularſuFerance of God, oz ſome no- nl 
table cauſe wozthy remembzance. Fo2 my ſpife , thus I ſay, ſhat peare at Gba. 
as Jam not of beleſe, that they beteken and pꝛeue in wozking ar pointment. 
as the Aſtrologians dzeame : So J do nei viteriy condemne ſuch 
as hold it much : materiall, e greatly to be regarded:toward what 
part of the wozld they ſhot and caſt their beams, ſtom what ſtars 
they dꝛaw their intluencies and ſoꝛte:in what ũ miliiude andlike» 
nefle they appeare, what colour they carty, at what ſcaſon of the 
eeare the ſhi w, in What ple ccni u hat ctie ſtiall ſignes, and 
onder what Planets alpect. Foz ſome there are, which hold this 
opinion (theugh grounded vpon no kind ofreaſon) that a blazing 
ez beating the likenefſe ofa Lute, Vat pe, oa ſemblable inſttu⸗ 
ment, betokxneth ſomewhat ts Muſicks and Pinfrelfie,andto 
the followers of ſuch vanities, Solikewiſe when ther carte this 
repzeſentafion oz that, to haus in their likeneſſes ſemblant figni- 
| Againe,other are of this indgement ,thatſuch Blazing. Starres 
_ as appears vnder Saturne, ars ofa leaden colcur 2 vnder lupiter The colour of 
'Þhite:vuder Mars, reb:vnder Sol, Golden: vnder Mercurie, light Blazing ſtarrs 
azur: wherenpon it is thought no hard watter, to tell what they Ak planes 
fignifis in nalure generally, Yowbeil,to perſoys placed in digni- g 
fy,as 10 Popes, Cardinals, Biſheps, Emperoza, nigns, A ukes 
and ſuch like as ars of place and countenance in the Common- 
wealth, they'fozefhew ſome tuill: wherein as I holditrenerence 
fo be filent ; ſo were if overmuch boldnes and pzeſumption fo be 
medling, What fhereſo2e may beſayd in this point, let Aftrono- 
mers ſhew their cunning. 
How and what way Blazing ſtarres are ſore warning of ſem- 
what to cemc,and of force ſo to doe. 
| _ CHAP. XIV, 


; 
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withlt andinz it is not wenn that we ſhould bolus (as the 
Afttologians rathly hold opintdn) that they can be fignes e ta- 
kens of that thing, whereofthey are nocaufe. oz ablazing Rar 

cannot beeythor the cauſe, o2 the effect of warre o death: albeit, 

it pꝛognoſticate and fozeſhew ( as a ſigne from a naturall cauſe) 

both the one and the other. * ce OP 

It may be (J will not deny) the cauſe after a ſozt: as if that 

which is the cauſe of warre and peſtilence, we ſuppoſe alſo to be 

the cauſe of the blazing ſtarre. | | 
Blazing ftars As when aboundance of vapeurs are dꝛawne bp info the alre, 
are aſter a ſort Which being kindled and let on fire, there followeth and enſueth 
the cauſe of the generation oa blazing ſtarre, and infection of the aire, which 
eee bꝛeedeth plague and peſtilence, moving mens minds to muti- 
* * nies;th;oughthoincreaſe and plenty ofcholler ſtirred vp in them: 
whereby they runno with maine foꝛee to harneſſe and weapon, 

and ſo to battel andblondſhed,not feeling in them any rule of rea⸗ 
ſon,xceſtrayning them in this their rachnes. Pereupon (as it is 

not vnlike) ſpꝛing commotions in kingdomes, and mutations 

of Common wealths, then veſtructions: foz, A realme divided 

witkin it ſelf, being vnable long to laſt, muſt needs come to loſſe. 

Blazings ftars Fuürthermeze ſering that the generation of a naturall Blazing 
forerokens of Starre, impoꝛteth that in ſomeplace hath bene great heate and 
barrenneſſe. dzought, (foꝛ otherwiſe ſuch ſtoze of matter as is required fo- 
watds the ingendzing thereof, could not be dzawne vp :) it is 
wont to tome to paſſe, that blazing ſtarres doe commonly thꝛea - 
ten barrenneſſe to Handie, and nat to Fenny Countries. 5 
Now, becauſe it is likewiſe kno lone, that by fozceof Sfatres, 
Blazing tas mang enuenomed and infectious vapours aſcend, itſemethcre- 
5 of didle that a blazing ſtarre is a fozewarning of a following peſti⸗ 
peltilence and lente, ingendꝛes th2ongh the ayze,beingchoked and poyſoned by 
mortalitie. Hyapotirs ofſuch quality. Bꝝ which means in like matier,dzought 
ſetteth mens hearts on fire, and dꝛiueth them foꝛ ward to fall at 

ſtrife, bʒalling, battell, and blodſhed:it ftoubleth the bzain,eftran- 

geth the ſeaſes,and thus ariſethſeditions. To conclude with the 

purpole, it is not greatly neceſſary in this declaration, to vſe lon- 
gerdelay,fince J am ofthis beltele, that God (of the aboundance 

ok his loue towards vs, which is vnmeaſurabls) by nature, as a 

means 02 mite inſtrument, cauleth ſuch and ſuch blazing ſtarres 


1 OfBlaving Stactes, | 
fo appeare:bothe intent, that he mightby them (as by pzemoniſh- 
ments and foze warnings) put vs in mind to remen ber, that if 


is time to ſtart from ſinne, and to pzepare our hearts withrepen · 


tante, ſoꝛ pꝛeuenting of thoſe harp and ſmarting whips of Gods 
bengeance, which by ſuch Blazing Starres, at Gods commande- 
ment, are thzeatned. Foz he neuer oz very ſeldome, ſince thecrea- 
en ofthe wo2lb plagued any people:but heſent among them ſome 
ſigne thereof, foz their pꝛeparation to penitence,as in holy Scrip⸗ 


tures it is at largo declared, 


Wuy Blazing Starres de ſpecially betoken ill toPeeres , Po- 
teneates, Rulers of Real mes and Common wealthes, &c. 


CHAP. XV, 

12 is the opinion of ſome, though erronious, that blazing ſtars 

do ſpecially betoken ill to P2inces and great men, and to their 

_ Kingdomes alſo and Realmes thzoeaten ſomemiſchieſe:ia ſuch 

wiſe,that it hath birne obſerued and marked, that no blazing ſtar 

almoſt hath appeared, but either death, oz elſe ſomoill hath hap- 

ned after, ts ſume noble perſonagein the land; as by our fozmer 

examples it is left verified: which mads Lucan the Poet to waite 
ofthem,inthis wile; job oh | 


A Blazing Starre in fight moſt ſtrange, 
| Theflate of kingdomes,which doth change. 


But it is herodemanded, what thecanſeſhouldbe, that Bla⸗ 
zing Starres vo ſpecially betoken ill to Emperours, kings, and 
ſuch like noble perſonages : J anſwer, that there is none other 
cauſe, as they ſuppoſe, ſo farre fozth as Blazing Starres be na- 
turall, then becauſe ſach great eſtates and Peres of Realmes f i⸗ 


Why Blazing 
ſtars betoken 


ning moze delicately andvntemperately then other: are ſoner ill co Pecres 
ſubiect and ſarpziſed with cozrupt and empoyſoned ayze: andſo and Poten- 
they carrying cloſe within them, and ſecretly nouriſhing the canſe tate: cr. 


ol ill in themſelnes , being vnpatient and not able to invure 
25 ozking of medicinablo receipt s, quickely periſh andmil- 


E 2 


ATreatiſe in generall - 


But ſo tarre fo2th as Blagin z-Scarees ace ſapernaturalli, and 
.  asthephx2e' their procabing and bing fcom the omnipotont 
God, itis thought this ts be the cauſe : nxmelo,that God is p2e- 
pating a plagus againſt them,that the blacke tents ofhis indig- 
nation are pitching, that the weapons ol his vengeance are whet- 
ted againlt them, whereol he gineth fozowarnings, like a moſt 
mercifall Father : to the end they might vnderſtand, that the 
cauſe of this Gods iuſt dealing, (being inns and wickednes,) is 
either in Pzinces themſeluss, oz elſe in the people vnder their 
vngratious gouernmont:in conſideration whereof,as well pzince 
as people might (@ the hozrour and abhomination of their owne 
finfall lines, and ſlxe to repenfance, whersunto God lo fatherly 
The wicked- Would win them by fozewarnings-DThat accozdingto the exam- 
neſſe ofthe pls of that holy Ring, they map Uft vp both hearts and hands to 
people is im- heauen, ſaping: Enough now — thy hand. It is I that haue 
puted tothe offended : it is I that kaue done wickedly : as for theſe innocent 
* ſheepe,what harme haue they done? Furthermoze,ts whom doth. 
a Blazing S tar betoken ſomewhat to follow, ik not to the King? 
Foꝛ in that it ſignifieth ſomewhat to the Nealme, it muſt extend 
euon ta the perſon ofthe Ring, who hath the ruls and gouernment 
ol that Nealme:betauſe he is a Ring by his Aingdome, and be⸗ 
' eauſe the wickednes of the kingdome, is reputed the wickedneſſs 
of the king, who either by his enſample giueth occaſian of wick⸗ 
Aheauy rec- vdneſle: oz elſe hauing power and authozity fo ſuppseſe ſinne in 
koning for the people, negloceth notwithſtanding the due execution and ad- 
ſuck as are in miniſtration ofiuſties: ſo that the ſaying of the Apoſtle is moſt 
authoritie and certaing and vndoubted: that, All thoſs whom God hath placed 
ee. in authozitp, giuen pꝛeheminence vnto, are tped to the necefifp 
of this heaupreckning not anly to ſtand accountable to almighty 
God foz their owne, but alſo foz the ſoules of all ſuch ouer whom 
they haue charge. And therefo2e right aptly ſpake that moſt wiſe 
and wozthy King Dauid fo all Rings, (and vnder their title, to all 
ſuch as excell other in office & dignitie:) And new ye kings ( ſaith 

he) vnderſtand, be ye learned which judge the carth, ; tka the 
Lord withfeare,G&c, : 
And thus farce touching this matter, which though it be but 

bluntly and and ſhoztly delinered, pet is it ts be marked. 


U — 
* . 


Of Blazing S tarres. 


Ofa certaine Blozing ſtarre which appearedin the yeare, 1531, 
the 19. of Sept. at Mentz, a City in Germany, and was ſenſi- 
bly ſeeene like wiſe in other places. 

. CHAP. XVI. 2 46 
Queſtion is asked, what that Blazing ſtarre which was 
I ſæne in the peare 25 3 1:night ſigniſte, and to whom it is a 

fozetoken of ſome euill to enſue. In aniwering whereunt o, J 

would to God, J might not tell the truth ſs diredly, as J did of 

an Earthquake 3 ,years paſt, the effects whereof, the City of 

Mentz,not without trembling taſted, The Blazing ſtarre which 

appeared, 153 1. betokens aheauteburchen of vengeance, not 

onely to the Gate tempozall, but alſo eceleſtaſticall:pea it thzeaf- 
neth a plague to the whole woꝛld. The faſhion and likenes ther⸗ 

of ſigniſieth ns leſſe, ſoꝛ it was to ſ@ to, in foꝛme ot abꝛome, oꝛ a 

bundell of rods: which figure ot a rod we doubt, fozwarneth vs 

of that rod, wherol the Lo2d ſpeaketh by the Prophet: I will vi- 

ſite their iniquities with the rod, and their ſins with ſtripes. Fo 

Almighty God vleth oz moꝛe certainety of fezs warning, to giue 

vnto ſignes and tokens, the likeneſſes of things ſighified, and 

betokened. As foz example. 

At what time his will was fo foze warne the Iewes of the Bas 
bylonian captiuitꝑ, he ſpake thus to Ieremic ths Pꝛophet: Make 
thee fetters and chaines,and put them about thy necke, &c. Ther- 
by to ſigniſie their captiuitp. So the ſame God, gaus a ſign in the 
apꝛe ot Titus and Veſpakian;his huge hoaft againſt Ieruſalem, to 
lay it waſte: armed men with ſpeares and lances, xunning to and 
fro in warlike wiſe, which though they ſaw maniteſtlp, vet ceaſt 
thep not to ling as they were wont, moſt wickedly, the vengeance 
of God falling vpen them, which by thoſe ſozewarnings was 
pꝛopheſied. : 

In the peare, 1500, there was (tne failing from heauen bpon 


mens garments, Croſles, and thece appeared in ſenſible manner, 4 g. 


as certaine ſignes wh at ſhould after come to patſe:namely, that and 


bloudy battell betene the two wozthy Princes Rupert the 3. forcvarning 
lon of Philip, Paiſegraueof Rhene, and Pzince Elecoz, and the dia bloudie 


noble P2ince Albert, Duke of Bauaria: the enſignes of the one 

hauing blacks croſſes, t the other red:fo that in the yeare 1504. 

wasſalfiled that which in the r 1500, Was fozetolde 
3 


battell. 


+ rmtherefozeit 


— 
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exefozeit is to ber teared, leſt the Blazing Eatre which 
was ſ&ne in the likene ſte ofa rode, thꝛeaten vnto vs that rodde 
which the Prophet ſpake of, where with God is purpoſed in iu⸗ 


ice to viſite the wickedneſſe ofthe people. Fo: if this Blazing 
karre bie naturall,wee ſhall perteyus nothing in it, which betoke- 


All miſchieſe 
cammeth 
from the 


North, 


neth not ſome great euill. Firſt, becanſe it blazedſo enen-from 
the Meſt to the Nozth,from whence(as witneſſeth the P20- 


phet) all miſchiefs doth pꝛotæde, hauing neuertheleſle an al⸗ 


pes into otherquarters ofthe wozld, terrible & thꝛetning enough. 

It was variable in colour, ſometimetimes pale, that is, 
Leaden and Saturnine, ſometimes Red and Martiall. Moze⸗ 
ouer,in ſs much as it continued (by tbe auerment of Aftrono- 
mers) vnder Saturne and Mars, Planets and Signes of vn⸗ 
luck ie influence: it ſeemeth to betoken not onely vnto one, oz 
two Countries, but to the whole Moꝛzld, famine, warre, and 


peſtilence: fo2 it blazed moſt terribly into all parts ofthe wozlo. 


Furthermoze, it the ſame Blazing ſtarre were ſupernatural, 
and immediate from God,contrary tothe courſe and 62der of 


Nature, it might not ctherwiſe be thought, but that it betoke- 


ned to the woꝛld much miſery and wos: fo2 God thereby ſigni- 


fied, that his vengratice was fo come vpon all wicked wozlb- 


lings, and vpon all ſuch perſons, as (fo then impenitence)iopne 


csnfinnancein ſinne. 


Now, who hath the face to ſay againſt this, that the Uozlve 
hath taken ſuch a ſurfet in iniquitie, and is become ſo dꝛunken in 
all abomination,that Gods mercy is changed into indgement, x 


his patience into puiſſhment,his love into wzath,and his kinds 


neſſe info fury: in ſuch wiſe that it may be ſuppoſed, God ts 


A ſuppoſed 
ſpeech of Go 


ſpeake vnto vs by this Blazing farre,osit were out of acloude, 
in this manner: The end ofall fleſh is before me. The whole 
earth is filled full oftheir iniquity, and I wilt{weepe them away 
from the face of the earth, For they haue all playedrhe ſtart backs, 
they haue walked in the by-wayes of wickednes, and are becom 


1 Ynprofitable: inſomuch that there is none that doth good, no not 
e xpreſſing his One. Mhich as none can deny,ſo Ithinke none dares buf thus 


wrath concei · conte ſſe, that the Blazing ſtar ſane in our Hetizou, betgkeneth 


uced for ini- 
quity. | 


a commen calamity, conſidering how iniquity doth abeund in a 
places, and that finne is growne to aperfect maturity * 
neſſe; 


Wa. HRS * 
Bp ä — 
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off Mod Srarss, 


| nolſe which God ofhis morcy ginevs grace to amend, that mes 


leele not the heate d his conſamin anger, ereof ee Cen ö 
vs a foze warning. e 3 c 21 D 


Whether ſuch euils as Blazing "ſtars betoken, may by any meanes | 
eyther be N or auoyded. 5 


fo HAP. XVII. 


1 T remaynoth(moſt puiſſanf Empereur) he pzemiſſes conſide 
red, that yoar $Paieſty taking the King of Niniuie fog an exam- 
ple,riſe vp from your ſeate of Royalty,and putting on ſackecloath 
together with vs your people, lift bp our hands and hearts to hea- 
uen, pꝛaping to God moſt heartilę, like humble ſuters. 
Now boo is ſo blunt of iudgement, and dul ol vnderſfanding 
that ſ&th not that the conkeſſion of offences, the repentance and 
tontrition o? heart, the humbling and ſubmitting our ſelues both 
in ſoule and body vnder the might hand of the omnipstent God, 
will paciſte and all wage the ſterceneſle of his fury, and ſo ſpare 
vs in tompaſſton, chzougy onkained repentance, that wee periſh | 
not as outcaſts from his fauour. 
hy ſhould we not haue this hope and confidence in God, 
cenſideting that to the penitent iniuites de did not ſhutte the God doch no! 
gates ofhiscompaMonz but ſceing their tonuerſton and fozfa- penitent from 
king of ſinne, with the denpall ol themſelues, and all goodnes in he throne of 
them, he recepned them againe to mercy, from which by. thetr grace, but re- 
ſinnes they were beloze excluded. Sen them 
Furtherinoꝛe, it is not nevcful that we ſkand in feare ol the W 15 merey. 
celeſtiall Signes, becauſe without God they haue no power at al 
to pꝛeuaple againſt any people: but being his ſeruants, are at his 
commaundement, from „whom all ſtars and all creatures haue 
their office and miniſterp. To concepue terroz andfeare therefo2e | 
at the appearing of a Blazing ſkar, as betokening ſome euill line 
to follow, it is ertreame madneffe:let vs rather tremble at his al⸗ 
mightines, and feare the conſuming flames ok his iuſtice, who is 
the Creato2 and maker, not onelp of Blazing ſtars, but alſo of the 
Dunne, Posne, and Planets, vea of reaſonable man. 
And let vs not thinke, but that God, who _— 2 | 
ole 
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